5021fWaiden Street, - ﬁ}
Seattle, Wash. . %;’ﬂ

April 2, 1923

His-Excellenoy,366#¢rpbr Naybe . WA%»
Balt Laks City, Utrhe ‘ -

Pear Bir:-

Moy I teke the liberty of writing to you in behalf of a poor ocon-
demned man, namely George Gardner, his crime wes the killing of Deputy
Sher ikf" Gordon Stewart and Joseph Irvine, (my brother-in-law) which crime I
deplore deeply. However I'do know in the case of Joseph Irvine, the kill~
ing was proWoked, the trouble. had been getting worse dajly for a yoer before
the tragoedy growing out ofaa dispute about a partnershipconcerning a
partnarship in the sto@k end ferm where the trouble occurred at Welby, Uteh.

_There wis a partnership between them as Joseph Irvine and his wife, (ny
sistér both told me.of it at the time the partnership was effected and they’
wanted me also to go in with khem which offer I declined.

The reeson I mention this partnership is because ( ¥ am very sorry to
say) both my sister Hrs. Magaret Irvine and my brotherein-law Mre Joseph
Irvine denied having a partmemship with George Gardiner, -the condsmned men
and Mrs. Mertha Gardiner alsc a sister of mine. :

It is very hord indeed to cast discredit on Mr. and Mrse Irvine in
cennection with this matter.but as so much terrible trouble and suffering
and vory precious F¥ives havo been sacrificed as a conseguence I feel it my
solomn duby. to spy what is trwes I also know that when I was in Salt Lake
City = year bofore the tragedy th-t Mr. and Mrs. Irvine's dislike of George
QGardiner amounted to anctunl hatd. Bacause.of a 25 cent of Mr. .Irvine money’
that™Mr. Gardiner borrowed without Irvine's consent to buy a saddle that
.Gardiner eaid he needed to ride a very spirited horse with-fafety to himself.
That was a very small amount to start trouble about but to use Mrs. Irvine's
own words to me when I asked her not to notice such a trifling ithing spd to
think of how much work Gerdiner had done on the farm she declsrod she just
hated hime Now I feel that it is just this awful hate sc freely empressed
end. their denisl of g partnership that existed that has caused the whole
trouble and that Mr. Gardiner was only defending his.own property and ‘we rights

| when this terrible tragedy happened.

o

Now Governor Maybe I have outlined the circumstancoed leading-up to this oo
affeir and I trast that you will let your humen love end sympethy rule your
heart regardless of the strong sentiment that now oxists mgainst this poor
unfortunate men. I would not ask you to pardon him entirely as I feel that
he should not have lost his control of his temper %o such ‘an extent, glthough




