JESSE P. RICH

ATTORNEY.AT-LAW
ARIMO PLOCK - PHONE B56
LOGAN, UTAH

February, 1l7m 1925,

State Boaxd of Pardons,
State Capitol Building
$alt Lake City, Utah.

Gentlemen:
In Re: Elmer Calder, Sentenced Decembexr, 13, 1924.

The fathexr of Blmer Calder, who was sentenasnced
December, 13, 1924, after having been convicted on a charge
of Statutory Rape, tells me that he is applying f%& a pardon
to your honorable boaxd.

At the time this case was tried I was County Prosecuting
Attorney, and as the District Attorney was sick the day the case
was called in the Distriet Court I was requested to try the
case. The evidence was not altogether satisfactory, as it
came out in the trial that the girl and her mother had made
admissions to reputable parties thet the case sgainst the said
Blmer Calder was a frame-ypand they did not deny at the trisl
that they had made such admission. However the jury did not
seem to take mueh stock in the admission, but found him guilty.

The girl was pregnant at the time of the trial and
was marriéd to snother young fellow with whom she had been
keeping company, shortly after the case was over thils there
was some evidence of force used, yet I think no one took thst
very seriously, and the jurymen have told me since that they
were not convinced that the defendant was the cause- of the
girls pregnancy. The only real evidence thére was in the
case was the girl's evidence, and you xealize that in such
cases there is always a possibility of a miscarriage of Jjustice.

I have known the family of the defendant for a great
many years, and I can truthfully say thet I think they axe some
of the finest people that ever lived. I regetted very much
having the case come up, @and I feel that 1t would serve not
good purpose to keep the defendant in jail for any extended 1
length of time. I am informed that the Jjudge recommended
three month for the defendsnt. and I feel under sll of the
circumstances of this case that this will be entirely
sufficlent, and would recommend thet he be rsleased at the
end of that time.

I am writing this letter merely in the furthexance of
justice as I am in no way connected with the cese at this time,
and I am informed that this is the only time that any of the
TTTT " ~.dafendent were ever in court.
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