do it he would also use his infiuence to see that the matter would be
hushed up. I finally consented to take the blame. About 10 oteclock
that morning, Mr. Ramage came yushing into MI. gcobt's private office
and said nghat's doing". I then pleaded with . goott to tell Mr.
Ramage the rruth, but he would not comnit himself. MT. geott then

t0ld Mr. Ramage his circumstances, snd that he had made srrangements

for me to shoulder the whole blame if there were any irregularities in
the suditor's of fice. MY, Ramage gave me the assurance fhat he wou d
see tThat nothing c¢me of the affair. Upon the word of LkT. Ramage, 1
aasured them I would shoulder the blame., It was then suggested by MIe
Ramage thit a meeting of theCount;aCommissionera and ¥r. Scott, myself
and *#r. Ramageé be arr mged. The ext morning, “T- Seott came down to
ouT lou £ on 21sf, South, fearing 1 might change my mind, and again pleaded
with me and sald he wou 14 guarantee me $150,00 or #$175.00 a month if T
would take the plame., This took place in the basement and was overheard
vy my wife, who was in the house.

) Phe meeting was held with the vountJCormnissioners on

or about April 12, 1982 in kI, Burgon's office. ine following were a2t
this conferences MI. Wilson, MY, Moreton, Mr. Burgon, sy, Wirthlin,

Mr . Goddard, Mr. Lindsay, wy, Scott and myself. pefore going into this
conference, “r, Ramage told me he would give me the cue at the proper
time, and I was to stand up and say "1f there are any irregularities in
the suditor's office, I will take tne blame.” \t tonis meeting the
warrants in guesti M and also the time checks were spread out on & long
table. 1 sat beside Mr. Ramage. The discussion was .principally petween
Mr. Goddard, wmyp o Scobt and t‘he‘MCounty C oruni ssioners. Mr Wirthlin then
asked for an explanation from T. scott. It was then *r. Ramage gave me
2 nudge and I stepped forwar"d 4o the desk and said "IT there are any

ir regularitis in theauditor 8 office, I will tLake the blame.' M.
wirthlin tnen addressed me saying& "Do vau mean to say you got the money?"
I replied "Ye€s§ I got part of the money on these", pointing to the time
checks on the fible. Hr.yirthlin then said they would like 3 private
conference between the three comnissioners. while leaving the ©ommnis-
sioner's Room and golng through themain sorridor, Witb wy, Morebton,
remarked to MX. oreton n{t is hekl to take the blame for 211 this jurk
when 1 am innocent.”

Oon or about the morning of April 14%h, 1922, fy, Scotd
asked for my regignation, which 1 gave him. ¢ slso handed in his resig-
nation at the camt time. I Was tnen told to appear in Judge Ben John-
conts court and be arraigned. AS 1 was in there, wy . Ramae®, Wr.WiTthlin
ang, H#r. MOT cton came 1n and had seven informatil ons with two counts on
gach informatlon, wuich *r. wirthlin signed. MY ijypression was that I
would be charged with irregularities on the time checks in ghaad 18

r ememb ex tner e were seven County garrants piicked out, six on rpe Widow's
pension payroll and one forvhas. Cochran. +he sane warrants among others
which the Oormrai s 8ioners and Mr .Goddard thiough wer e the endorsements of
ur. Scott. ihen I called Mr. Ramage's attentlon to this, he remarked
nyever mind, T an doing this."

After my bondamen were ap proved T went nome. A day or
two later, + called wr. Ramage's office iy the Boston B1dg. and he asked
me if I could reach T, gcott on the Lelephone. 1 answered in the
affirmative. g said "Call him up -a.t{once and tell him ©o pring $1,000.00
to me right away." I did this and in Jbout three gquarters of an hour Hr.
Scott came to tae office of My . Romage and handed *r. Ramage $1,000.00
in currency. M. Ram uge counted the hills. Upon finishing took two
twenties and 2 ren dollar bill and han ded them back to Y. gcobt saying
nHere is same for you to B0 on." Mr. _ﬁc_ott furned around and handed me
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